Maupassant

3167

Mauritius

maneuver isolated von Kluck's I. Army,
forced the German retreat and decided the
battle.

Maupassant, Henri Rene Albert Guy
de (1850-93), known generally as Guy de
Maupassant, French author, was born at the
castle of Miromesnil, Seine-Inferieure. His
first successful short story Boule de Suif ap-
peared in Soirtes de Mtdan, a collection of
tales by Zola and others. Flaubert's death in
1880 removed a moderating influence, and
Maupassant began publishing short nouvelles
at an astounding rate. His constitution was
gradually undermined by overwork and dis-
sipation, and in 1893 he died a lunatic at
Auteuil. Maupassant made a distinct art
of the writing of the short story. He was
an extreme type of the naturalistic school,
and was possessed of remarkable powers of
observation and of character analysis. Vol-
umes of his short stories include: La Maison
Tettier (1882); Mademoiselle Fifi (1882);
Miss Harriet (1884); Yvette (1885) 5 Conies
du Jour et de la Nuit (1885); M. Parent
(0:886); Le Horla (1887). His most im-
portant novels are: Une Vie (1883); Pierre
et Jean (1888); Fort comme la Mort (1889);
Notre Coeur (1890).

Maupertuis, Pierre Louis Moreau die
(1698-1759), French mathematician. He was
one of the first in France to champion New-
ton's views, and was elected a member of
the Royal Society of London in 1728. On
the invitation of Frederick the Great he
settled in Berlin, and was made president of
the Academy of Sciences. His (Euvres ap-
peared at Paris in 1752 and at Lyons in
1768.

Maurel, Victor (1848-1923), French bari-
tone, first appeared in opera in Paris (1868).
He sang in all the great cities of Europe and
America and was very successful in Hamlet,
A'ida, and Faust.

Maurepas, Jean Frederic Phelippeaux,
Count de (1701-81), French statesman, born
at Versailles. He was made chief minister
by Louis xvi. His policy was anti-British,
and he furthered the alliance of France with
the American colonies in the Revolutionary
War. Consult his Mimoires (4 vols. 1792).

Maurice, Sir Frederick Barton (1871-

), British soldier, son of a general, received
his commission in 1892 and became major-
general in 1916. After the Allied disasters
early in 1918 he committed a 'breach of dis-
cipline' by publicly condemning the Govern-
ment's policy of keeping troops at home that
were needed on the Western Front. That

ended a brilliant military career. In 1922
he became principal of Working Men's Col-
lege in London. His outstanding works:
Forty Days in 1914; The Last Four Months;
Robert E. Lee, the Soldier.

Maurists, Congregation of St. Maur, a
reformed Benedictine congregation in France,
which originated in 1618 and numbered,
when dissolved by the Revolution (1792),
nearly 200 homes, divided into six prov-
inces. In a time when the French monas-
teries and clergy had sunk low morally and
intellectually, the Maurists distinguished
themselves by their simple and upright lives
and devotion to scholarly pursuits. The
congregation was revived at the Abbey of
Solesmes in 1837. Mabillon, Montfaucon,
Martene, Bouquet, Ruinart, and d'Achery
are some of the great names of the original
Maurists, and of the new congregation Car-
dinal Pitra (d. 1889) has been the most dis-
tinguished member.

Mausoleum.
Tomb of General Grant, New York City.
Mauritius, British island in Indian Ocean,
550 m. e. of Madagascar, formerly known as
Isle of France. Its coasts are for the most
part low, and surrounded by coral reefs.
Area 716 sq. m. Formerly large wingless
birds, such as the dodo and the aphanapteryx,
and huge tortoises were numerous. Lying
within the tropics, the island is damp and
cyclones are frequent. Staple exports are.
sugar, copra and poonac, aloe fibre and rum.